SuDS – New Planning Regulations
On 6th April 2015, new planning laws came into effect for Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS). SuDS are now to be used wherever appropriate in all new housing developments
of 10 or more properties and also on equivalent non-residential or mixed developments.
Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) are now required to ensure SuDS are included in such
schemes unless they are considered unsuitable.
The then Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Rt Hon Eric Pickles
MP, issued a written statement in the House of Commons on 18th December 2014 https://
www.gov.uk/government/speeches/sustainable-drainage-systems declaring the
Government’s expectation that “sustainable drainage systems will be provided in new
developments wherever this is appropriate” and that “all new developments in areas at
risk of flooding should give priority to the use of sustainable drainage systems”. Under the
new arrangements, local planning authorities should consult the relevant lead local flood
authority on the management of surface water; satisfy themselves that the proposed
minimum standards of operation are appropriate and ensure through the use of planning
conditions or planning obligations that there are clear arrangements in place over the
lifetime of the development.
Maintenance
The recent changes require the Local Planning Authority to ensure that arrangements are
in place for ongoing maintenance over the lifetime of the SuDS system and that “the
maintenance and operation requirements are economically proportionate”. (Highways
authorities are responsible for maintaining SuDS in public roads to National Standards.)
The December ministerial statement is designed to be read in conjunction with the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) of March 2012:
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/policy/achieving-sustainabledevelopment/delivering-sustainable-development/10-meeting-the-challenge-of-climatechange-flooding-and-coastal-change/
The NPPF Planning Practice Guidance was revised in March and April 2015 to reflect the
recent changes:
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/flood-risk-and-coastalchange/reducing-the-causes-and-impacts-of-flooding/why-are-sustainable-drainagesystems-important/
Defra published revised planning guidance in the form of 14 non-statutory technical
standards in March 2015 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainabledrainage-systems-non-statutory-technical-standards. These brief standards are designed
to be used alongside the National Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice
Guidance. They relate to flood risk inside and outside the development, peak flow and
volume controls, structural integrity, and design and construction, and apply to systems
that drain surface water from housing, non-residential or mixed use developments for
their lifetime.
The current position may change, as the Government is keeping the situation under
review.
Advice
House builders and developers should consult their Local Planning Authority for guidance
on what is required. Most authorities welcome pre-application discussions and have tools
available on their websites in the form of checklists, advice notes and typical design
statements.
ACO continues to champion approaches to sustainable integrated drainage solutions and
the ACO range of sustainable drainage product solutions is designed to interface with
other SuDS elements to help create integrated SuDS solutions.

Our experience shows that there is rarely a single solution to the design and
implementation of SuDS on a site. Our civil, structural and environmental engineers can
bring their knowledge of current legislation, planning policy, and best practice to the early
stages of design: working within the outline constraints of the site layout and the
permitted volume and flow rate that can be discharged from the site, we can advise on
options for collection and conveyancing of surface water as well as solutions for
infiltration and attenuation, whether this is through vegetated elements or using
proprietary products. As the design develops, we can advise and assist on the sizing and
optimising of SuDS elements using hydraulic design software, and network modelling.
Contact us at technical@aco.co.uk

